“ W ﬂ’i. -
el

*L.

FIGURING IT &UT

STANDARDS-BASED REFORMS
IN URBAN MIDDLE GRADES









STANDARDS-BASED REFORMS IN

URBAN MIDDLE GRADES

g \\/e want everybody to

| come out of the sixth grade
#l knowing the same things and
being able to achieve the same
things. That’s what standards
are really all about... A lot
of times you think: ‘I have done
all I can. I've taught them this
information and they just don’t
get it; they didn’t pay attention.” But if
that happens with the performance standard
model, then you are back to the drawing
board. You have to face the fact that you
didn’t teach it... So your job is not over.
You are continually collecting feedback on
your students’ performance, and you keep
feeding what you learn back into your own
thinking and teaching.

—Margaret Lawrence, sixth-grade language arts teacher

Meyzeek Middle School, Louisville, Kentucky
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is an education policy writer who has documented the Clark
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book for the Foundation. She is also a national columnist for Phi Delta Kappan and
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It is the hope of this writer that the extraordinary people who contributed stories for this
book know how much their conversations with the author were appreciated. They cour-
teously gave much time to a stranger. Their insights are the core of the book. If readers
are helped in any way, it is because the people in the schools and districts helped the
author understand their work and their passion. The author also wants to thank Education
Matters, Inc., and the Center for the Study of Testing, Evaluation, and Educational Policy
for their very valuable resources. Most important, the

author is indebted to a support group of excellent
editors—Joanne Edgar, Barnett Berry, Minna
Jung, and Anne MacKinnon—for their blue-
pencil guidance and high standards.

The Clark Foundation’s Program
for Student Achievement and Office
of Communications support a Web
site, Middleweb, devoted to topics
of urban middle school reform,
including the implementation of
academic standards in the six
school districts funded by the
Foundation. Middleweb provides
links, resources, and original
reporting for middle school teach-
ers, parents, and others interested
in raising student achievement and
reforming middle grades education.
MiddleWeb offers a special focus on class-
room assessment, academic standards, and
performance-based teaching. The site can be
located at http://www.middleweb.com.
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