Summer Book Club and Writers’ Workshop

Details…

“In middle school reading instruction, students read increasingly complex texts with power and independence.  This allows them to develop skills and strategies that make reading a lifelong practice. There is real sophistication to this work. Students learn to read for more than just the plot—to look for themes, for complex characterizations, for arguments and compelling evidence—and to think through these ideas in talk and in writing. They learn to recognize narrative structure, analyze point of view and shifting perspectives in texts, to uncover archetypes within and across books. Most importantly, they learn to do this work with independence and fluency.”

(Borrowed from http://readingandwritingproject.com)

What are we reading?
Featured Novel:
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Firegirl, by Tony Abbott, tells the story of Jessica, a seventh grade girl who was severely burned in a tragic accident.  Jessica’s story is told from the perspective of Tom, a classmate who, like the other middle-schoolers at Saint Catherine’s, has mixed feelings about his new classmate and struggles to understand the difference between outside differences and what makes people who they are.
More than just a book club…
Readers will analyze plot and characterization, form and share opinions on tough topics, and develop their writing and discussion skills.  Reading and writing assignments will be included, both during workshop sessions and independently between sessions.
· Bring a paperback copy of the novel. This will be an interactive literacy club….NO KINDLES PLEASE!.…(In other words…you will be writing directly IN your copy of the novel)
· Responses journals will be provided by yours truly…as well as writing and art supplies…
· Bring a brown-bag dinner to enjoy…and a beach chair or blanket to relax in or on in the backyard…
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