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1. Keep track of the focused lessons you do with the entire class in a file on your computer and/or in a binder where you also include all of the handouts you may use and lists of mentor texts where a convention could be imitated.

2. Use the hard copy handouts to view using a document imager, as a display on the bulletin board, or to give to students as an easy reference.
3.  Don’t put your notebook away. Place it in a key location where students can use it as easy access for reference or as a memory jogger.

4.  Post the Your Turn Lesson or mini-lesson you will teach a week in advance. Put it on your class website or blog, or even create a fifteen-second Instagram video to pique interest in the lesson early on.
Encourage students to try out a strategy or two before you teach the lesson, and then to share what they have tried out independently or with a partner.

5. During the lesson, writer’s notebooks should be open to a clean page where students can try out new learnings in a safe place with no grade attached.
6. Use an inquiry-based approach where students can “play” with words and discover how a grammar or convention rule works (and, for older students, how the rule was broken purposefully) and the effect on the reader.

7. Make sure that the students have ownership during the lesson—not only in the shared, guided, independent, and reflection parts, but also sometimes in the planning process as well.

8. Make sure students are sharing what they know about grammar and conventions and how that knowledge is shaping their writing.
9. Encourage students to continue to investigate aspects of grammar and conventions on their own by studying favorite mentor texts.
10. Create an expert list (authority list) by posting names of the students who effectively use certain conventions—such as quotation marks or commas—on a bulletin board or another key location. These students can help others when you are busy.

Source: Appendix J - Grammar Matters (Stenhouse, 2014)
