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How to Paraphrase—Practice #1

WHAT’S THE STRATEGY?

	1. CIRCLE or BRACKET the words or phrases that you CANNOT or don’t want to change.  These words/phrases are crucial to the meaning of the passage and should not be changed because doing so would change that meaning.  These might include:

· Proper nouns (unless they can be replaced by something that does not change their meaning, e.g. “Obama”( “the President”)

· Statistics/specific information

· Words that are unique or difficult to find a synonym for

***NOTE: Here’s how to remember this approach: When we want to protect something, we wrap it in bubble wrap.  So, we CIRCLE/WRAP the words we want to keep.***

2. UNDERLINE the words or phrases that you know you CAN change.




ORIGINAL------------------------------------------( PARAPHRASED

	People [in Chicago] work [in] many places.


	Citizens in Chicago are employed in numerous locations.

	Chicago has large department stores, banks, and office buildings.


	

	The Sears Tower, which is the tallest office building in the United States, is in Chicago.


	

	With so many people trying to get to work, they need ways to get around.


	

	Different forms of transportation move people from place to place.
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