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Using 5Ws and H for Context and Explanation
HERE IS A SAMPLE PARAGRAPH about An Island Like You (by Judith Ortiz Cofer) using quotes from the text.  In the boxes below, you will see how various sentences address the 5Ws and H questions.

In the beginning of the story, Kenny’s mother makes it clear that she does not respect his friend Harry.  When Harry shows up to invite Kenny to his party, Kenny’s mother is “furious” that Harry is in her house (82).  She follows Kenny into his room to tell him why he should not be hanging around with such “basura” (82).  She says that Harry acts like “the devil, tempting innocent barrio girls and boys with free drugs and easy living until they [are] hooked” (82).  She goes on and on about how Harry’s behavior is wrong.  She says that people who follow Harry “pay the price” (82).  She is clearly worried about how Kenny’s friends will influence him.
	
	What to include
	Which part of the analysis is it?

	Who


	Who said the quote, and to whom?

Kenny’s mother makes it clear [to him] that she does not respect his friend Harry.

	Context

	What


	What is the topic/issue/situation?

Kenny’s mother makes it clear that she does not respect his friend Harry.

	Context

	When


	When in the story does this occur?
When Harry shows up to invite Kenny to his party, Kenny’s mother is “furious” that Harry is in her house (82).

	Context

	Where


	Where are the characters when this moment happens?

She follows Kenny into his room to tell him why he should not be hanging around with such “basura” (82).  

	Context

	Why


	Why does this quote matter in the story?

She says that people who follow Harry “pay the price” (82).  

	Explanation

	How


	How does this quote support your argument?

She is clearly worried about how Kenny’s friends will influence him.

	Explanation
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