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Use this as a guide and checklist for planning and assessing your informal STEM education program, whether it's afterschool, a club, a summer activity or something I haven't thought of! Add to it as needed.  
Environment:  

· Enticing and inclusive 

· Risk free

· Welcomes all students 

· Invites exploration, discovery, experimentation

Resources: 
· Adequate space for activities
· Space for small groups of students to work together

· Access to STEM lesson resources

· Access to equipment and supplies to support STEM learning 

· Access to other informal learning venues that have a STEM focus
Curriculum: 
· Inspires, engages, and motivates kids in STEM learning

· Is hands-on, active, and interesting to students 

· Focuses on real problems and authentic issues

· Involves kids in using an engineering design approach to solving problems
· Helps kids develop higher-order thinking skills

· Provides open-ended problems for kids to solve and welcomes multiple correct solutions 

· Presents opportunities for kids to develop important social/teamwork skills

· Offers occasions to learn about STEM careers

· Builds confidence and identity as someone who knows about, uses, and contributes to STEM 
Note: This is heavily based on Tool 11.1 in my book STEM By Design. You can see all the design tools at my book website.

