The Problem Statement
You are going to be developing what is called a “Problem Statement.”  In terms of college and career readiness, a Problem Statement is used anywhere from a doctorate thesis to a business proposal.  It states the goal for your research and the problem you wish to solve.  Ultimately, it is meant to help the focus the topic of your Persuasive TED Speech.

To Create a Problem Statement, you must write a paragraph that includes the following information:


1. States the broad problem/topic about which you are interested in 
researching


2. Defines the problem you will be solving by narrowing the issue


3. Describes why it needs to be investigated by giving background 
information and context


4. States your goals in writing and researching this problem  (I will…., I 
plan…., I would like…, I propose…, etc…)

From there, you will develop 3-5 questions based on the problem statement.  These specific questions will further serve to guide your writing.  By answering them through your investigation, you should then more easily find a solution or answer to your problem, which will be a main focus of your Persuasive Speech.

Here is an example of a completed Problem Statement and 5 corresponding questions that are specific to our speech-writing assignment.  Notice how the paragraph starts out broad in its scope and narrows down to a more specific goal:

Bullying has long been a problem with children and adults alike.  While bullying can be seen even in the workplace amongst adults, those who bully as grown-ups may also be those who bully as children.  Children all over our country are victims of bullying, but bullying comes in many forms, some physical and some mental.  We must combat this plague from many different angles in order to make bullies uncomfortable in their intimidation.  I propose to write an Argumentation Speech that investigates the different forms of bullying and how we can band together to stop it.

Questions:

1. What are the forms of bullying?

2. What defines bullying?

3. Can a bully be reformed?

4. What are methods a victim can use to stop being bullied?

5. What can schools, the government, laws, families do to invest in solving this problem?

