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Webinar Chat Stream

The Elluminate Live platform where we staged our webinar includes a chat window for participants that serves as a "back channel" during the event. It's our practice to encourage participants to engage as much as they like in the chat window, without worrying about being "rude." (Hey, we're southerners.) What often results is good if brief conversation, as you'll see here. And lots of good links! 
The chat commentary flies by in real time, so we've created this document for you. We've edited out extraneous dialogue and moderator comments that were pertinent only during the live event. We'd suggest you watch the webinar recording before (or in tandem with) reading this doc. For more info about the event & our presenters, visit our webinar page.
_____________

Moderator (John Norton): We'll be posting handouts, links, extra slides, the webinar slides, and finally the archive of this event on our MiddleWeb page: http://www.middleweb.com/1200/free-new-teacher-webinar
@DaveGuymon: While waiting, I would like to invite you all to visit my EduBlog: Mr. Guymon's EduBlog http://ow.ly/cByej

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Love Marsha's blog!  http://teachingtechie.typepad.com/

Moderator (John Norton): Check out "New Teacher 911" at http://www.middleweb.com/1751/new-teacher-911

@DaveGuymon: Hello from Idaho Falls, Idaho. Glad to take what I learn here back to my 6th grade classroom.

Nicole Mantville: Hi, from Boston!! First year teacher.

kkehl: Hello. Currently in San Francisco, but moving to Maryland in a week to teach!

MarshaR: Hi my name is Marsha R, I'm teaching 8th grade algebra and hoping for a great year.

Nancy Allison: Nancy - I teach outside of Philadelphia

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Congrats to all of you first year teachers out there!  There's nothing else like it!

Lisa Bickems: Lisa - Pearland, TX via LA, CA It's hot in Texas!

Katherine Mechling: Hi everyone, I'm Katherine; it's hot here in MA, too!

Tracy Vik: Tracy- Sioux Falls, SD

Tim: Tim says hello

Lisa Bickems: First year Teacher and EXCITED!

Nicole Mantville: @MarshaR... I live in Milton and will be teaching at MS in Quincy

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Lisa Awesome!

@DaveGuymon: Very cool to see so many 1st year teachers here.

Susan Stein: I live in Chelmsford Ma. I will be teaching in Framingham

Moderator (MarshaR): I love it when teachers who love middle school are gathered together.  The conversation is always the very best!!!

@DaveGuymon: Excited to be here, Marsha!

@DaveGuymon: Idaho Falls, Idaho. Rimrock Elementary School. 6th grade teacher.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Los Angeles, CA.  Jefferson middle school teacher.  Love those middle schoolers!

Nikki: Hi I'm from Kalispell, Montana.  I will be teaching at Kalispell Middle School.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): I'm in Herndon, VA, and I'm out of the classroom, working with teachers and principals -- also writing a lot.

Moderator (MarshaR): My name is Marsha Ratzel, 8th grade math, my organization is Leawood Middle School in Kansas.

Toby 1: Toby, from Philadelphia-Director of Professional Services-Eye On Education

kkehl: Moving to Silver Spring, MD to Barrie School to teach 6/7 grade math

Carrie Aaron: Carrie Aaron, LaVonna Emanuel, and Sandy Henry from Sioux Falls, SD.  We're all middle school administrators

Katherine Mechling: Concord, MA: Nashoba Brooks School, 7th grade humanities teacher

Susan Stein: Chelmsford, MA. Metrowest Jewish Day School, Framingham, MA. Middle School Math & Science.

Tim: I live in Southeastern PA and am scheduled to student teach at the middle school level this fall, I am a preservice teacher

Theresa Tester: Omaha, Nebraska-Beals Elementary-Omaha Public Schools

Travis Payne: Kansas City, MO. Pleasant Lea Middle School, Lee's Summit, MO. 7th grade LA

Lisa Bickems: Pearland, TX, St. Francis de Sales K-8, Houston, Texas, Technology Teacher

Donn Gallon: Centralia Wa Oakview Elementary student teaching 5th grade, going to Grand Canyon University.

Katie: Chicago, IL Charter school 6/7/8 math

Nancy Allison: Nancy Allison- In Media, PA

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): I live in New York and teach on Long Island! Great to be here!

Janet: Janet - Seattle, WA  Science teachers

darladaly@hotmail.com: My name is Darla and I live in High Prairie, Alberta. I am going back teaching Math 7 and Science 7 at Prairie River Junior High

Travis Payne: I'll be a first teacher in Lee's Summit this year.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Welcome, new Middle School teachers.  It's a fun ride and one that I dare you not to love!

@DaveGuymon: I am moving from 3rd to 6th this year.

Moderator (MarshaR): It's always the organization and management that gets me.....I can't find anything ever.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Remember that today is barely touching the surface for what's available!  Hopefully we'll make it compelling enough to pursue as well as doable, especially for new teachers.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Yay, MiddleWeb!

Amy Johnson: I really like the new site!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Okay, this stuff is actually applicable to 9th grade, too!

Moderator (MarshaR): This new site is easy to navigate and easy to find things....it's my 1st go-to place.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Rick is right: this is the tip of the iceberg.  Reach out to anyone here for more details and advice!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Smartbrief for MiddleWeb rocks!

Moderator (MarshaR): SmartBrief is really cool and it comes straight to my email's inbox...I don't have to do anything except read it.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Smartbrief is like a teaching 101 class on any given topic.  It gives you the headlines and a smattering of news and resources on topics that you are interested in.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): John and Susan leading the way with this -- Thanks to both!

Amy Johnson: SmartBrief is easy to read on your iphone

@DaveGuymon: I would love to do a book review!

Moderator (MarshaR): @Amy....I haven't done that on a phone before.  Did you have to download a special app?

Amy Johnson: @MarshaR No, you can just use the READER when you open the email. It will be in the search bar!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.amazon.com/Connected-Educator-Learning-Leading-Digital/dp/1935543172/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1316624834&sr=8-2

Moderator (MarshaR): Cool book....Connected Educator.  I learned a ton from reading it.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Yep, me too.  Enjoyed the book.

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): very cool book...I'm reading it now

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): I love the Connected Education Kit, Sheryl.  I just explored it for the first time on PLOP

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): PLP

Lisa: Yes.  The kit is terrific!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Thanks for the kind comments

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Yeah! EYE!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Yay, Zsofia at Stenhouse, too!

Moderator (MarshaR): Thanks Toby for coming and supporting Heather...she's got so much to teach all of us.

Zsofia McMullin #2: Hey Everyone!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): I get bored easily, so I have to write.... :-)

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Yeah!. Stenhouse!

Zsofia McMullin #2: And we are so happy you do!

Moderator (MarshaR): Hi Zsofia....thanks for all the books you've published from both Rick and others.

Zsofia McMullin #2: It's our pleasure!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Eye on Education has great stuff!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.amazon.com/Connected-Educator-Learning-Leading-Digital/dp/1935543172/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1316624834&sr=8-2

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.eyeoneducation.com/

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.stenhouse.com/html/home.htm

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Honored to be here with Marsha and Laurie on the line.

Laurie Wasserman 2: Hello from Revere (Boston)

Lisa: What is the address to Marcia's blog?  I lost track...

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Marsha's a huge advocate for instructional practice as a means to elevate the teaching profession.

Moderator (MarshaR): www.teachingtechie.typepad.com is my blog address

Katie: what was the book name

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Teaching 2030

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.amazon.com/Teaching-2030-Students-Public-Schools-Now/dp/0807751545

Moderator (MarshaR): Also because we love teaching middle school and we love to be with other people who like to do the same thing.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Definitely young adolescent.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Working with Will Richardson, too, right?

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://eepurl.com/n6fxz

Lisa: Oh, good!  Thank you Sheryl for knowing that we might want access to the chat!

Moderator (John Norton): This page at MiddleWeb will be the central location for all info associated with this webinar: http://www.middleweb.com/1200/free-new-teacher-webinar

Katie: Chicago, Charter School, 6th and 8th grade math teacher, 7th grade writing teacher, first year. I wonder how do you make math interesting?

Moderator (MarshaR): Hi my name is Marsha....I'm going to be teaching 8th grade algebra for the 1st this year at Leawood Middle School.  Even though it sounds lame....I know I'm a little nerdy which works OK when I work with 6th and 7th graders...but my ? is...will it work with 8th graders?

Travis Payne: 7th Grade Language Arts, Lee's Summit School District. How do we live up to the hype created by social networking and how to we use this effectively in the classroom?

Moderator (John Norton): For Susan Stein: MetroWest Jewish Day School. Middle School Math & Science. What is the best way to start the year off successfully?

kkehl: Brand new teacher here. 6/7 grade math teacher at Barrie School, MD. Best way to effectively manage the classroom and get everyone involved/excited about math?

Donn Gallon: Student teacher 5th grade at Oakview Elementary, Centralia WA, How do you keep the students engaged in today's fast paced video game short attention span world?

Laurie Wasserman 2: Katie, I co-teach 6th grade math in a city north of Boston; feel free to e-mail me later for some math ideas/projects: lwasserman@medford.k12.ma.us

Marjorie: WI-Substitute teacher

Tim: Preservice teacher to student teach at middle school level this fall. My question is how to engage students in topics that are interesting to them?

Lisa Bickems: Pearland, Texas, Private School, K-8 Technology Teacher, which comes from Rules or Ice Breaker

Lisa: I teach 6th gr. English and 7th gr. U.S. history at Westtown School.  How do you make sure you cover skills and content while also facilitating (not standing at the front of the room) and managing the classroom?  (Why does teaching feel SOOOO different than when I started years ago?)

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Your school name--your role in that school---What do you wonder about Middle Grades?

@DaveGuymon: (6th grade) @ Rimrock Elementary School in Idaho Falls, ID. "How will my students react to my digital classroom?"

Stephen Kerney: Cleveland Ohio, 5-6 Math, How do you balance grading and family?

Katherine Mechling: Private Middle School, 7th grade humanities teacher. I wonder how to approach middle school students, how to find the balance between treating them like the young adults they are and still acknowledging that they're not yet adults and need some nurturing?

Nicole Mantville: Im at Sterling Middle School in Quincy, MA. 7th grade Special Ed teacher with ELA, Math, and Reading.  How to best deliver discipline and what should my first couple of days be like?

Nicole: 7th/8th Language arts teacher at a small, rural Nebraska Catholic School. I wonder about the best ways to differentiate learning for this age group.

@DaveGuymon: What is the most important thing you can say to your students on the 1st day of school?

Amy Johnson: Suburban St. Paul, MN 6th grade reading- How do we motive the struggling readers?

Laurie Wasserman 2: I just finished reviewing Heather's book should be on Middleweb soon. great tips for ms teachers

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Laurie Cool!

j hudson: Owensboro Middle School, 7th grade language arts, What is your #1 piece of advice for a new teacher?

Christine: Suburban Chicago; Curriculum Coordinator K-8 district (former middle school rdg/LA teacher); How do we best differentiate for middle level students in all the content areas?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @J Hudson: allow them to experiment with their identities - they are ever changing!

darladaly@hotmail.com: High Prairie, Alberta, Math 7 and Science 7 at a public junior high school. I wonder how you can keep all students engaged and learning when you have students that are years behind in their abilities compared to their classmates?

@DaveGuymon: Rick, Rick, he's our man. If he can't manage a class, no one can!

Nikki: Hi, 7th grade Language Arts teacher at Kalispell Middle School.  What are the best ways to motivate apathetic students (in academics and behavior)?

Laurie Wasserman 2: I am a learning disabilities teacher working with 6th grade kids in a city north of Boston. This is my 32nd year; LOVE teaching middle schoolers. My question is: how can I help you?

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): AS RICK SPEAKS YOU MAY ASK QUESTIONS IN CHAT. YOU MAY SHARE THINGS THAT RESONATE WITH YOU.

Moderator (MarshaR): Most kids bounce back and forth between trying to be more adult and still a little kid.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): You can read more about this here: Ed Leadership, April 2011, Volume 68, Number 7, The Transition years, Pages 48-53

@DaveGuymon: Respecting students' ability to be in control of themselves.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): @Dave that is important isn't it?

Susan Stein: I agree with Dave!!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Calling out what we want to see more of in our students.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): learning about the development of ms students is vital!  They aren't just "middle" kids

Laurie Wasserman 2: Nicole, I also teach special ed. I grew up in braintree so know Quincy well. Best advice: lots of structure and activities to get to know your students. Please feel free to e-mail me at:lwasserman@medford.k12.ma.us  I always meet with the kids 1:1 and review their IEPs and do a learning style questionnaire the first week. I teach procedures and routines the first week.

@DaveGuymon: Only if you want your students to be effective learners.

Moderator (John Norton): Rick writes about this in his two-part article at MiddleWeb: http://www.middleweb.com/1450/rick-wormeli-the-fundamentals

Elaine Juran: Hi all. So nice to be here and my thanks to all the speakers, producers, participants, and mentors.  I am between jobs right now.  I just graduated and last year I taught 8th grade students in social studies and language arts.  I wonder about the best way to bring problem-based education curricula when working with students who have special needs.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Bill Ferriter says re: classroom management, "maybe they aren't bored so much as you are boring."  It's a place to reflect on.

Moderator (MarshaR): I like this idea...circling where I've incorporated age appropriate activities.

Toby 1: Kids need to move every 15 minutes!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): IT IS OK TO CHAT WHILE RICK IS TALKING-- IT ISN'T RUDE. iT IS CALLED BACK CHANNELING. A 21ST C SKILL

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): It's legal to pass notes here!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): @Toby 1 good to know.

Moderator (MarshaR): Interactive instruction can be simple....it can just b something as simple as pair/share.

Toby 1: @ Sheryl, I'm a good listener.  Rick is right on!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Let them talk in class

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Do you help build student voice?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Texting used to have a different name: shorthand.  Let them use it for notetaking

Moderator (MarshaR): I always thought it was something super complicated and then realized I had to program in time for them to process what we'd just learned.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): MS students deserve to know why they need to know something.  Some teachers feel they don't need to justify anything, but they are so smart.

Moderator (MarshaR): That's a gr8 suggestion...and that there's way out.

@DaveGuymon: @Heather, love that point. Great idea.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Relationships-- important in Middle School?

Moderator (MarshaR): Hope instills trust that you believe in them ....even though they make mistakes.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Why--why not?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Honor what is happening in their world outside of school and bring it into your classroom.  Break down the wall between "real life" and "school life."

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Proactive--Interactive--reactive

Susan Stein: Heather, sometimes things happening at home affect how they act in the classroom

@DaveGuymon: @Heather, we can bridge gap by implementing social networking in school.

Susan Stein: good and bad

Moderator (MarshaR): Do you think most students know how to have a relationship with adults?  I think most have had very limited practice in knowing how to interact.

Toby 1: @ Heather...break down the wall between real life and school life.  Very important for building 21st century skills

Susan Stein: Toby, great point

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Have them own the rules of the classroom by bringing them into the designing and stating the expectations.  Here is my classroom constitution as written by my students: http://www.wolpertworld.com

Moderator (MarshaR): @Susan....I see this all the time.  I've had to learn to gauge whether something might have caused some behavior isn't typical.

Moderator (MarshaR): Those are wise, wise words.

Moderator (MarshaR): Being backed in the corner is bad and a lose/lose situation.  Give everyone an out....a way to save face and to redeem themselves.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Susan Social networking, however, will continue to be bad if we don't incorporate it into school.  We need to be the voice in their head when they are independently online because right now, there aren't many voices guiding them.

Moderator (MarshaR): And I think it helps to reassure them that everyone makes mistakes, middle school is a good place to get them worked out and that everyday they wipe the slate clean and get to start again.

Susan Stein: great thoughts Marsha

Moderator (MarshaR): So much to know....well said.

Katie: do you suggest the students reading a blog or writing their own or both?

Nicole: What are some of the best ways to build relationships with students at the beginning of the school year?

@DaveGuymon: Awesome adjectives, Rick!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Katie. I have students write blogs and work collaboratively in small groups online

Katherine Mechling: Do you have any advice for young teachers (just out of college) establishing themselves as authority figures in the classroom?

kkehl: As a 22 year old, how can I be friendly with my students, while still instilling a sense of authority?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Nicole Building Community is vital for both an offline and online classroom.

Moderator (MarshaR): @Katie....have you read Bill Ferriter's article about incorporating blogs into silent reading?   http://teacherleaders.typepad.com/the_tempered_radical/2011/09/exploring-blogs-during-silent-reading-activity.html   It's a pretty cool way to make it safe but more like what they'd do at home.

Katie: @Heather, Do you think this is possible in a math class?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Katherine the most vital thing is, like Rick said, be real.

kkehl: Good question

Katie: @Marsha Thanks

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Katie: blogging?  You bet!  Especially with the Common Core standards.  you have to incorporate writing (argumentation).  Have them explain their solution.  They need to be scored on their content and their ability to communicate that content.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): They make leaps and bounds over the summer and over the course of the year.

Moderator (MarshaR): @Katie....mathematical reflection is huge and something that you could totally incorporate into your classroom.  What kind of tech do you have available?

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): high expectations leads to great habits

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): I do community building all year long (because they change so much).

@DaveGuymon: Thanks, Rick. Excellent points.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): I agree to leap in with rigor immediately.

Susan Stein: Marsha, I could use some ideas on how to incorporate math reflection as well. I have Macs and Ipads available

Katie: @Marsha we have laptops available

Moderator (MarshaR): @Katie....there are some wonderful writing apps for the iPads.  Have u seen Explain Everything?

Katie: I have not, I will look into it immediately!

@DaveGuymon: I really like the idea of considering contingency plans for hypothetical situations.

Moderator (MarshaR): It allows you to incorporate photos, videos where they talk and writing.  You create a slide and then explain what it means.  I can send you some amazing people that have used it with 7th and 8th grade math classes using netbooks & iPads.

Katie: @Marsha that is amazing thank you!

Moderator (MarshaR): @Susan....do you frame the units with big questions?  If so, then you can develop wonderful reflection questions at the end..  Heck you can try answering them at the beginning and then as they learn more, they can revise/edit their answers until they develop a whole statement of their understanding.

Moderator (John Norton): ELIZABETH'S SLIDES - BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE:

Moderator (John Norton): http://www.middleweb.com/1200/free-new-teacher-webinar

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): A great reflection piece is to teach students how to question then have them develop high-level questions as exit cards.

Susan Stein: @Marsha, this will be the first year that I am teaching Math

Moderator (MarshaR): The ipad blog can be found at http://ipaddiction.blogspot.com/ and it's worth doing some extended reading.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): My e-mail is rwormeli@cox.net, if you want to have follow-up conversation beyond today.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): @rickwormeli on twitter

Moderator (John Norton): On that MiddleWeb page, you'll find a link to an article Elizabeth wrote about using Rick's two "new MS teacher" books as she transitioned a few years ago.

Susan Stein: @Marsha, I will check it out. Thanks.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Susan, with Math your difficulty might be in bringing in movement/kinesthetic lessons.  It's possible, but just keep it in your toolbox.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): I love that Plan --Do--Reflect mantra

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): How many of these Must Dos.. do you do?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Teach kids how to plan lessons too so that they begin to understand Process over Content (Common Core must)

Moderator (MarshaR): And Fawn Nguyen blog is super helpful http://fawnnguyen.com/ because she swings for the deep end of intellectual math...but in such an age appropriate way.  You'll be blown away by her student's reflections.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Use KWLH (how we learned it) not just KWL

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): How do you make sure you "know your students?"

@DaveGuymon: I use a lot of humor in my classroom. I also implement consistent procedures and consequences.

Moderator (MarshaR): I also might suggest follow #mathchat on Twitter because folks there are super helpful in making suggestions, connected to Common Core and just commiserating if things are struggling.

Moderator (MarshaR): @Dave.....humor is my saving grace.  And I partner that with my willingness to laugh at myself.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Keep them awake by inserting a couple of random slides in a dense Powerpoint to wake up their brains!

@DaveGuymon: To know my students, I take time each day to visit with students about what they've been up to. Just converse about who they are throughout the day.

Susan Stein: @Dave, that is a great idea

@DaveGuymon: @Marsha, being able to laugh at yourself is imperative. I learned about that after a student asked me why my armpits were so sweaty in the middle of a lesson.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Kkehl: Present yourself as a real person interacting in the world, but remain the adult.  For example, don't list only music groups in your interests that only your students like, list other ones.  Model how to move from being silly and having fun to a more sober attitude in the course of a lesson. Model how to delay self-gratification, too, so they see that it's wise to do so.  Be clear, know your content, but remain completely honest about anything you don't know -- It builds confidence in you, not doubt.

Susan Stein: Last year, I was a long-term sub in middle school science. I tried to do that as well.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Getting to know students is also sometimes about just keeping your door open during lunch, before school, and after.  It's amazing what you learn about them during the foggy-brain time before school starts.

Moderator (MarshaR): Wonder what you do in the beginning of the year to remember everyone????  I always have too many kiddos with the same name and hair style.

Laurie Wasserman 2: if you're flexible, you'll never get bent out of shape:)

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Think about WHAT QUESTIONS YOU WILL ASK ELIZABETH

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): It's all about flexibility!

Moderator (MarshaR): I cheat and use 3x5 index cards at the beginning of school.....I just can't know all 188 of them in the first days of class.

kkehl: @Rick, thank you!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): I love the random slide idea!  :-)

Susan Stein: My room is ALWAYS open before, during, and after school. That was very important for me last year.

Moderator (MarshaR): We have big posters that are magnetized and hang on the way.

Nicole: So, what is your pencil sharpening philosophy??

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Make your classroom THE place to be and that will help with management and achievement

Moderator (MarshaR): the wall.  When I hold them up, we chant whatever is on the poster.  Stuff like "All mathematics are based on patterns."

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Middle school teaching is responsive teaching.  How do we reveal students' story through assessment so we know how to respond? And do we respond to what their stories reveal?

Laurie Wasserman 2: Seriously, Elizabeth's advice about being flexible is huge when it comes to teaching middle school kids. How many times have we got great plans and then the principal interrupts our class to tell us we need to go to an assembly in 30 minutes and start walking the kids over in 10. Can't let it get us too crazy

@DaveGuymon: @Nicole, I have a "Sharp" jar and a "Needs Sharpened" jar. Students quietly place dull pencils in one jar and take a sharp one from the other.

Moderator (MarshaR): It's korny, but they love a chance to yell and it's my way of ingraining the propaganda that math is the best subject.  (just kidding I know they're all gr8)

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Nicole I hate it!  I have them borrow pencils using collateral: shoes, phones, keys, etc...I end up a pile of stuff at the front of the room.  Funny!

Susan Stein: My classes are small, 6-8 students each. I have 1 sixth-grade math and science class, and 1 eighth-grade math and science class.

Laurie Wasserman 2: Love dave's idea; I'm taking it this fall

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): True, Laurie and Elizabeth, and we can't take it personally.  it's the nature of their age, not something about us.

@DaveGuymon: @Laurie, just be sure to have sharpened pencils before class starts.

Theresa Tester: I like the collateral idea!

Moderator (MarshaR): We call those Mert the Blert moments.

Moderator (John Norton): :)

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Theresa, just remember that their feet really smell!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Asynchronicity seems to be characteristic of middle school students and teachers.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Humor's great.  But honesty's better.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Laughing at ourselves so we give them permission to do so as well.

Laurie Wasserman 2: Rick & Elizabeth give great advice about not taking anything too personally. I've had kids say, "WHAT did you do to your hair? It's weird." or "I liked the clothes you wore yesterday better>" (Hey, at least they noticed what I was wearing)

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Model self-reflection

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Model being able to take criticism.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Model flexbility

Moderator (MarshaR): I always tell them that my jokes aren't that good but then it's math or science class....and that's as good as the jokes get there.  I call them knee slappers and actually do that.....I think I look so silly that they laugh just to make me stop.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Yeah, Laurie's right on: they are candid, blunt, and impulsive, without any filter on what comes out of their mouths.  This filter comes later in life.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Model Think Aloud so they understand how your brain works, flubs, has eureka moments, etc...

Toby 1: Good point, Heather!

Moderator (John Norton): We hope, Rick!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Model your flaws and working on them

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): If you model, make sure to have a classmate model, too!

Moderator (MarshaR): It was terrific.

Moderator (John Norton): Great - important topic...

Moderator (John Norton): and lots of good chat here!

Laurie Wasserman 2: I write sticky notes and put them in my plan book so I know what worked, and didn't for the future classes

Susan Stein: I tell my students that I am not perfect, and I don't know all the answers, but that I am willing to research and find as many answers as I can.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): You really can't cover the skills and content.  Next question, please.  :-)

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Rick as long we you're light-hearted about these heavy modeling opportunities, there will always be students willing to go there with you

Moderator (MarshaR): @Susan....do you make them find the answers sometimes.

Susan Stein: Great idea Laurie. I use an electronic planbook and I think there is a note section where I can do that

Toby 1: @Susan, I tell my 4 year old the same thing.

Susan Stein: Marsha, absolutely. In fact, sometimes, I like for both of us to research and compare our answers

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): We have to realize that we can only do these things most of the time, not all of the time.  School isn't normally set up to do this for all students all the time.  Sad, but real.

Moderator (John Norton): "Once you realize you can't do it all, and accept that, you can do a lot of it."

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Structuring Classroom is important.

Moderator (MarshaR): @Susan  I think that's super cool....I'll bet they like that.

Susan Stein: Toby, I tell my 11 and 13 year old the same things

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Don't try to do it all.

Susan Stein: They do Marsha

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Make sure they are working as hard as you are!  They need to find the answers.  They need to do the research.  You guide them towards the "how."

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Balance -- teacher talk--student talk-- teacher led--student led

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Middle schoolers crave structure.  We can't leave it to chance.  It's an overt activity in our planning.

Moderator (MarshaR): @Elizabeth....could learning targets help to keep you focus & to realize what to keep and what to skip?

@DaveGuymon: Working harder than your students is exhausting and unproductive.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Do you have things you do that help with balance?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @rick Structure, yes!!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): If so-- hope you will share.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): We have to decide which standards/outcomes are more important than others, then choose our battles.

Moderator (MarshaR): @Dave....what do you mean by working harder?

Moderator (MarshaR): @elizabeth....I'd love to hear more about how to reorganize the space so that it's student friendly and not so teacher centric.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): People forget about that physical classroom layout that serves instruction so powerfully.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): I recently wrote a post on classroom environment.

Nicole: what do you think is the best room/furniture configuration for middle schoolers?

Moderator (John Norton): Rick writes about the issue of "power standards" in his articles for MiddleWeb: http://www.middleweb.com/1450/rick-wormeli-the-fundamentals

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Wow, John, you're fast!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Nicole small groups

Moderator (John Norton): ...for an old guy!

Moderator (MarshaR): I think power standards are huge.....are these the common threads that hold content areas together.

Nicole: @Heather With desks together? Do you find that kids get distracted during teacher instruction?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Nicole it's all about collaboration.  Their school life must encourage that

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Elizabeth, is it possible to have an over-stimulating classroom? if so, what are some of the signs for that?

Laurie Wasserman 2: @Nicole: I think the furniture set up is dependent on your big ideas of how you want your kids to learn best + how you teach. I prefer either kids in pairs or in groups of 4. But rearrange the room depending on what we're doing

Moderator (MarshaR): @Dave...thx for clarification.  I get it.  Don't cheat them out of the hard work of learning and discovering.  Gr8 idea.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Nicole it also allows for your instruction to move around - deflects the "front" of the room and the hierarchy that happens

Moderator (John Norton): Here's a MiddleWeb article by Marsha Ratzel about learning to let students discover... http://www.middleweb.com/1113/a-better-brand-of-teaching

Moderator (MarshaR): @nicole....I definitely do think that happens.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): In just a minute I am going to ask folks to reflect a bit on what you have learned so far... so get your fingers warmed up!

Moderator (MarshaR): @nicole and it has to be incorporated into the lesson design so that it can be a part of the lesson rather than talking thru the instruction.

Nicole: Great ideas that I hadn't considered. What about a circle or U shape to diffuse authority position and increase discussion? Has anyone tried this?

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): http://tweenteacher.com/2010/08/17/middle-school-nuts-and-bolts-start-of-the-year-routine-and-handouts/

Moderator (John Norton): Laurie Wasserman's co-authored book - Teaching 2030: http://www.teaching2030.org/

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): These are great ideas -- thanks!

Laurie Wasserman 2: @Nicole: I find the U shape is best for presenting projects. 6th grade kids especially need to feel safe, and that's why I like the pairs or groups of 4, especially in the beginning

kkehl: What happens at the end of the countdown? Should there be some sort of threat?

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): We also have to be careful that we teach the way students learn, not the way we learn.  I'm guilty of that from time to time.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Post on table groupings: http://tweenteacher.com/2009/08/29/first-3-days-of-school-tips-lessons-and-reflection-for-the-start-of-the-year/

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Hi Anne-- welcome

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): desk Olympics

kkehl: Ha!

Anne Jolly: Hi, Sheryl!  Great to "see" you!

Moderator (John Norton): desk Olympics - perfect, Heather!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/100-classroom-organizing-tricks

Nicole: I love this idea, especially since I am teaching 3 different grade levels. Different set ups might work better for different classes. Teaching them how to move their desks quickly might be the key for me.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): I use table names so that I can produce fluid groupings easily.  Will all Juliets get together. Can I meet with all the Bellas please?

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): We also want to re-direct students to other students rather than be the only one asking questions or confirming correct and incorrect answers.  If we do it, it's passive, if students do it, it's active.

Nicole: Thanks for all the input and great web resources.

Katie: I think I missed the point of Desk Olympics can anyone explain that to me?

Laurie Wasserman 2: I work with an amazing science teacher who has table #s and each student is assigned a # 1->4, so she might say, all #3s get the graduated cylinders. all the 2's scribe for the group, etc.

Moderator (John Norton): Anne Jolly is also middle grades science, past Alabama TOY - and STEM wizard. She'll be blogging at MiddleWeb.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): expect a creative buzz, but you know the difference between a great buzz and a disruptive one.  Don't fight it totally or the Middle school students will combust!

Moderator (MarshaR): I think you definitely can have too much going on....my kids with attentional issues just barely get settled.

Nikki: Students need to move every 10 to 15 minutes

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): It takes all of us, not just one of us, to respond effectively.  Our collective wisdom is deeply powerful...

dijits27@gmail.com: reminds me of Conscious Discipline

@DaveGuymon: Rick taught me to begin academic rigor from day 1.

Tim: the first day should include intense academic content

Nicole Mantville: I like all of the resources that everyone is sharing. Will have to check out many later

Elaine: I really liked the links for more information provided in the chat.

Toby 1: Move every 15 minutes.

Jean-Francois Latour: Some of the websites brought up by the different participants

Travis Payne: Constant student movement is key to keeping them focused.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): PLEASE TYPE 1 THING YOU HAVE LIEKD OR LEARNED FROM WHAT HAS BEEN SHARED SO FAR.

Donn Gallon: The need for balance and let the students lead in discipline and learning expectations

Marty Sierra-Perry: just joined--messed up on time zone!

Nicole: Definitely that kids need to move around every 15 minutes.

Theresa Tester: Noise does not equal chaos!

kkehl: I've gotten a lot of great specific ideas for my classroom. Movement, pencil jars, and counting down all come to mind.

Katie: I'm appreciating all of these awesome web resources

Nicole Mantville: Constant Movement

Susan Curtis: use re-grouping to get in that physical movement they need

Nancy Allison: Reminded that kids are probably ready for stimulating and challenging activities at the beginning of the year

Susan Stein: reminding us that middle school students bounce back and forth between wanting to be kids and wanting to be adults

Janet: Banish the "don't smile until Thanksgiving idea".

Moderator (John Norton): Let them move every 15-20 minutes while they're rigorously learning. :)

j hudson: Students need to be engaged and active learners.  The teacher needs to be themselves or the students will see right rhru it.

Nicole: To have a pencil sharpening philosophy before school starts

Toby 1: ooh good one Janet.

Susan Stein: Nicole, pencil sharpening bugs me too, especially when I am trying to teach.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): my learning: Honor students--listen to them.

Lisa: Confirmation that the connected learning among educators is SO important. The separate "silos"/closed door model for teachers really doesn't work in the 21st c. learning environment where we ALL need all the support we can get to learn with today's iGeneration!

darladaly@hotmail.com: that the teacher needs to be themselves

Moderator (John Norton): Smile - and show a little teeth?

Christine: engaged & active learners from day #1

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): I like the intellectual stimulation for multiple accesses to information and interaction.  Is that some kind of learner that likes that or just professional ADHD? Multiple avenues get my mind and muse going.

Moderator (MarshaR): Let them save face...and don't back them into a corner.

Lisa Bickems: Kids need to be motivated

Anne Jolly: I love all this - hope you're going to post it to MW, John!

Nicole: Find a way to encourage students to take positive risks in the classroom.

Amy Johnson: I am reflecting on how I will have to go back and review a lot of the great ideas I am hearing about right now especially the idea about proactive, interactive and reactive

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Cool timer idea, Sheryl!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Wow, impressive, Heather, that you can do this in 10 minutes!

Moderator (John Norton): Yes - for our time-zone challenged friends, we'll give you the link to the archive of this webinar - and also tell you how to copy this entire chat section.

Anne Jolly: :-)

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): We're lucky to have you here, Anne!

Moderator (MarshaR): It's the best kind of jigsaw puzzle to put together every day.....it's never boring.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): :-)

Moderator (MarshaR): The affective side of things......is important.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): These kids are developing their identity...and experimenting.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Have you seen that? Can I get a YES!

Moderator (MarshaR): YES

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Appeal to the passion of the learner.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Bust those myths, Heather!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): b-r-e-a-t-h-e

Susan Stein: :)

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): Balance-- there it is again.

Moderator (MarshaR): It sounded like I had to have a 3-ring circle going...and differentiation doesn't have to be like that at all.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): How can they show you mastery from their strength and not their weakness.

Toby 1: I once heard DI is like an iphone. There's an app for that, but the foundation (iPhone) never changes.

Laurie Wasserman 2: Kids LOVE choices (don't we all?) so any chances they can have to choose gives them a feeling of control .

Moderator (John Norton): Our MW interview with Heather: http://www.middleweb.com/1523/tween-crayons-curfews

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): In case you'd like to use it, "Setting the Pedagogy Straight" about responding to DI myths perpetuating by Mike Schmoker is housed at www.amle.org.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Link to Edutopia quiz http://www.edutopia.org/multiple-intelligences-learning-styles-quiz

@DaveGuymon: Love point 5 about teaching plasticity of brain.

Moderator (MarshaR): The more experience they have with having choices...they can turn around and help you design the choices.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Yeah, Toby, with those metaphors that clarifies thinking!

Moderator (John Norton): Heather has four good "handouts" you can download at the bottom of this page: http://www.middleweb.com/1200/free-new-teacher-webinar

Susan Stein: Is there a survey that we can give our students to give us an idea of how they learn best?

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): But we don't have to teach to every modality every time.  We're not pigeon-holing.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Many times kids can do everything everyone else is doing.  We only differentiate as warranted.  But are we vigilant with formative assessment so we'd know when it was needed?

Laurie Wasserman 2: Susan, If you do a search on "Learning Style Questionnaires" there are some great ones

Susan Stein: Thanks Laurie

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Heather's right -- we can do this over time, not in every lesson.

Moderator (MarshaR): I think formative assessment data gives you the POWER to know how to differentiate things based on what they need to learn.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Yes, foster independence, not dependence!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): https://dl.dropbox.com/u/4234943/TCR%20HandoutsEDITED.pdf

Moderator (John Norton): A video by Rick about Differentiation - based on his book of the same title: http://www.stenhouse.com/html/wormelipodcast.htm

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Heather wins the award for speaking, doing the slides, and reading the chat box in a timely manner!

Moderator (MarshaR): The more they know about what they're expected to learn, the more they can learn to monitor where they are in mastering those targets.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): See what I mean? :-)

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): https://dl.dropbox.com/u/4234943/Oral%20Conference%20Feedback%20SheetMW.doc

Moderator (John Norton): She's a young multi-tasking Gen X;er...

Moderator (MarshaR): It also allows them to be more precise in asking you for help in learning the stuff they don't know instead of just going over what they already know.  It makes them more confident when you have the final tests...because they knew better what to study.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): This is really exciting -- student self-assessment research has exploded lately.  It has tremendous impact. See Susan Brookhart's work as well as Rick Stiggins.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Judy Willis

Nicole Mantville: Judy who?

Moderator (John Norton): Heather's blog at Edutopia: http://www.edutopia.org/user/94

Moderator (John Norton): MD, too

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Judy Willis.  You're right -- she's good!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.radteach.com/

Moderator (MarshaR): Self-assessment is so HUGE.  They feel so in charge and it plays to their middle school maturity.

Moderator (John Norton): Judy Willis - she's just sent us two articles for MiddleWeb - stay tuned!

Lisa: Heather, how do you keep them all focused if the due dates vary?  How are they all ready to move to the next topic?

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Judy also works closely with Jay McTighe on assessment's role in learning.

Moderator (John Norton): Review of Judy Willis book at MiddleWeb: http://www.middleweb.com/1659/exciting-students-about-math

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Hey Lisa -- Don't forget to look up books and videos on tiering and scaffolding for how to manage multiple readiness levels in one period.

Moderator (MarshaR): I think self-assessment is something new that they've never done before around specific kinds of learning...and learning to sift/sort thru what they know and still need to learn.  Well, they are in charge of their learning.

Moderator (John Norton): The MW review of Judy's book: Learning to Love Math: Teaching Strategies That Change Student Attitudes and Get Results

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): http://tweenteacher.com/2009/09/19/costas-levels-of-questioning-and-student-designed-assessments/

Moderator (John Norton): (brain based learning)

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Self-monitoring actually leads to better performance:  "Mr. Smith, my goal was X, but I'm at Y, so here are three things I think I should do in order to learn and achieve X."

Moderator (MarshaR): @Rick...exactly.  And the smile that's on their face says it all.

@DaveGuymon: @Rick, I like the way you put that into words. Great idea.

Moderator (MarshaR): they feel powerful and that they are smart b/c they know what to ask.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Descriptive feedback has 3 parts: the goal/standard, status regarding it, and how we're closing the gap.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://www.edutopia.org/blog/passionate-learning-teaching-heather-wolpert-gawron-interview

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Yes, enjoy them!  Be glad to be in the room!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Whew!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): That was so much fun to do!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): And you were spot on!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): We need a whole Webinar on differentiation!

Moderator (John Norton): totally

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): student choice

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): But it must be choice that elicits what you want students to learn and do.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): managing.... transparency

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): yes, it increases students' desire to take charge of their own learning

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): yes, transparency critical. and students are motivated by that!

Marty Sierra-Perry: Thanks, John!

@DaveGuymon: I have been thinking about doing a mock TED conference with my students this year.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): TED ----> http://www.ted.com/

Moderator (MarshaR): I offered tiered assignments in math...different problems sets.....3 levels work best for me.   Some problems are in all three sets...and I amp up the highest level and I simplify the lowest tier.  Pretty easy once you get a system.....

Anne Jolly: Would love to hear about the mock TED conference!

Moderator (John Norton): Marsha Ratzel's blog - Reflections of a Techie - lots of teaching practice insights and wonderings - http://teachingtechie.typepad.com/

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): We need practice raising and lowering complexity.  Some pitfalls common.

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): a "tic tac toe" grid provides multiple means of representation and expression too

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): If you have questions please ask them here.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Too bad this isn't taught in many schools of teacher preparation.

Susan Stein: What is the tic tac toe grid?

Moderator (John Norton): With free registration, you can read Elizabeth Stein's Ed Week article on good questioning: http://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2011/05/31/effectivequestioning.html

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): We are all masters here!

Moderator (MarshaR): I also change up the kinds of labs in science I offer...so that there are usually two tiers of labs.  Kids can self-select or I make a suggestion.

Laurie Wasserman 2: I co-teach on an amazing team where we work with kids from cognitive disabilities with PDD to kids with dyslexia who are very bright. We give the kids lots of opportunities to learn: pantomiming verbs in ELA for class, comic strips for dialogue, shooting baskets for percentages and fractions, making disease cereal box projects, and trivia in SS. Every class has a HUGE variety of kids with all kinds of learning styles. I can share ideas after today if folks want to e-mail me: lwasserman@medford.k12.ma.us

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): hahaha

Moderator (MarshaR): You can raise complexity by applying the learning that was in the middle level......

Moderator (MarshaR): I agree.....that's where a PLC could come in handy.  If you want to try and raise/simplify the levels, you could always take your ideas to the PLC for their comment.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Tic tac toe can be a structured way for choice

Moderator (MarshaR): Would that be a bad thing?

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Be evidence based. Students thrive.

Moderator (John Norton): We definitely aren't going to have time today to focus on "deeper learning" - but we are planning an early December webinar for new teachers - sort of OMG the Sequel - and we'll definitely dig into deeper learning then.

Laurie Wasserman 2: When we give projects, we scaffold them according to reading levels and writing levels. some kids may need to do say 5 facts on a disease, some kids 7. Some questions are optional for HW/CW depending on their difficulties (ELL, Special Ed. or are really gifted)

Moderator (John Norton): It will be more relevant, I'm betting!

Moderator (MarshaR): @Laurie....scaffolding is one of the slickest ways to do this complexity changing.  Good sugggestion.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Though we can group homogeneously temporarily.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): @Rick absolutely.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Time for gifts?  :-)

Moderator (MarshaR): @Laurie...that scaffolding would let them stay with their group and not have to scale up or scale down.

Moderator (John Norton): Zsofia and then Toby!

Moderator (MarshaR): This is amazing....WOW....thanks.

Susan Stein: VERY COOL!!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): WOWSER!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Rick's books are awesome!

Moderator (John Norton): Use the code RICK to get the discount...

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Thanks. You all are putting the Wormeli children through college.

Moderator (MarshaR): WOw....Rick you have your own discount code!!!!

@DaveGuymon: Bummer!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): woo hoo

Susan Stein: Bummer

Lisa Bickems: 2 Lisa's

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): Congrats to the lucky winnners!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): As you read, feel free to e-mail questions and comments. I respond!  rwormeli@cox.net

@DaveGuymon: You forgot to say Dave!

Susan Stein: Dave, LOL

Zsofia McMullin #2: zmcmullin@stenhouse.com

Stephen Kerney: yay!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Please feel free to email me with any questions as well: heather@tweenteacher.com

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): For pure tenacity, Dave, you should get one. :-)

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): 5 more!!!!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): wow

Toby 1: midweb12

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): It just gets better and better!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): "middleweb2012" use that code

@DaveGuymon: You need to work that out for me, Rick. They are your books.

Moderator (MarshaR): WOW....this is terrific.  Thanks for this.

Moderator (John Norton): Code is middleweb2012

Toby 1: The winners are....Travis Payne, Darladaly, kkehl, Donn Gallon, and dijits.

@DaveGuymon: Worst day of my life.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): say them one more time ...

Moderator (John Norton): digits27 - :)

Donn Gallon: Thank you!!! :)

Lisa: This is so generous of the publishers!  Thank you!

Susan Stein: I never win, LOL

Moderator (MarshaR): I have to dash.....my twitter name is @ratzelster if anyone wants to contact me later.  I will try and help if I can.  Thanks for a great afternoon.

kkehl: Woohoo!

Travis Payne: Thank you!

Moderator (John Norton): No whining!

dijits27@gmail.com: Wonderful-thanks!

darladaly@hotmail.com: YAY!

Moderator (John Norton): ;)

Zsofia McMullin #2: Stenhouse winners are Tim, Lisa, Nicole Mantville, Amy Johnson, Stephen Kerney. Send your info to zmcmullin@stenhouse.com

Toby 1: tgruber@eyeoneducation.com

Anne Jolly: ove EYE on Education!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Congratulations to all the winners!

@DaveGuymon: I'm totally joking. Congrats to all winners.

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Congrats to all!

kkehl: kkehl: kkehl@barrie.org

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://plpnetwork.com/category/voices/

Laurie Wasserman 2: All the best everyone; have a great beginning of the year/

Moderator (John Norton): Teachers writing about 21st century practice: Voices from the Learning Revolution
Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Thanks, John, Susan, and Sheryl, for all your facilitation in this.  Wow!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Bye Laurie!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Cool chat save option!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Great trick!

@DaveGuymon: Great webinar, all. Thank you to those of you who organized and moderated.

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Thank you, Dave, for participating!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Follow us all on twitter! @tweenteacher

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): I'm at @rickwormeli

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): I am @snbeach

Lisa: Great Webinar!  Thank you for connecting all of us.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): sheryl@plpnetwork.com

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): MiddleWeb is one of the greatest tools we have!

@DaveGuymon: Follow me @DaveGuymon

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): (
Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): http://plpnetwork.com

Zsofia McMullin #2: Follow Stenhouse @stenhousepub

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): (
Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): You will go through your dips, but you are going to spend a lot of time this year laughing.  Those middle schoolers are great!

dijits27@gmail.com: Thank you to all of the presenters!!!

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): Enjoy the school year!

Susan Stein: Thank you for all the great information.

darladaly@hotmail.com: Thank you Everyone!

Moderator (Heather Wolpert-Gawron): Thanks Sheryl!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Happy rest of summer! We're here when you need us.

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): curtsy

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Even the unknown universe!

Nicole Mantville: Thanks so much. I’m slightly less terrified!

Zsofia McMullin #2: Yay Sheryl!

Moderator (Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach): @Rick hahahah

Anne Jolly: Sorry I was late! I can tell I missed something wonderful!

Toby 1: Thank you everyone!

Moderator (Rick Wormeli): Bye!

Moderator (John Norton): Terrific, presenters, thank you so much.

Moderator (Elizabeth Stein): Take care, y'all!
