
What are the three most basic rights a 
person should have?

Think	  Pair	  Share

Set-up Notes 2, titled Jefferson (D.o.I) and 
Locke (Two Treatises of Government)



Open up the document: John Locke 
Influence on D.o.I.

Read the excerpt from Two Treatises 
of Government as a class, stopping to 
clarify after each sentence. 

In teams, read the background 
information. 





What were the main ideas in the documents that 
influenced the Constitution? 
Make a list.

What are the main ideas of Locke's writing?
Make a list

Constitution influences + Locke's ideas = D.o.I.

(America's breakup 
letter with England)



We	  hold	  these	  truths	  to	  be	  self-‐evident,	  that	  all	  men	  are	  created	  
equal,	  that	  they	  are	  endowed	  by	  their	  Creator	  with	  certain	  
unalienable	  Rights,	  that	  among	  these	  are	  Life,	  Liberty	  and	  the	  pursuit	  
of	  Happiness.	  -‐	  That	  to	  secure	  these	  rights,	  Governments	  are	  
insBtuted	  among	  Men,	  deriving	  their	  just	  powers	  from	  the	  consent	  
of	  the	  governed,	  -‐	  That	  whenever	  any	  Form	  of	  Government	  
becomes	  destrucBve	  of	  these	  ends,	  it	  is	  the	  Right	  of	  the	  People	  to	  
alter	  or	  to	  abolish	  it,	  and	  to	  insBtute	  new	  Government,	  laying	  its	  
foundaBon	  on	  such	  principles	  and	  organizing	  its	  powers	  in	  such	  
form,	  as	  to	  them	  shall	  seem	  most	  likely	  to	  effect	  their	  Safety	  and	  
Happiness

When,	  in	  the	  course	  of	  human	  events,	  it	  becomes	  necessary	  for	  one	  
people	  to	  dissolve	  the	  poliBcal	  bands	  which	  have	  connected	  them	  with	  
another,	  and	  to	  assume	  among	  the	  powers	  of	  the	  earth,	  the	  separate	  and	  
equal	  staBon	  to	  which	  the	  laws	  of	  nature	  and	  of	  nature's	  God	  enBtle	  
them,	  a	  decent	  respect	  to	  the	  opinions	  of	  mankind	  requires	  that	  they	  
should	  declare	  the	  causes	  which	  impel	  them	  to	  the	  separaBon.

Declaration of Independence



Question Answer

Jefferson and Locke Notes 1

What did 
Jefferson say 
about rebellion 
in the DoI?

What did John 
Locke write 
about rebellion?

Come up with 
a good reason 
to rebel, 
according to 
Locke and 
Jefferson.



According to Jefferson and Locke, 
why should a revolt be allowed? 

Use three pieces of evidence from 
the documents they authored to 
support your answer. 

Homework: One Paragraph

Remember, all the rules of academic writing apply. 


