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Moon Phases Guided Notes
What causes the moon phases—and why is the cycle consistent?

1.    The phases of the moon represent the illuminated portions of the 

        ____________________________ that we see from ________________________________.  

2.     As the moon orbits the _________________________, the sun’s __________________________  

        reflects on the  _____________________________ causing a different part of the     

        __________________________to glow.

3.     The moon has _______________________ main phases.  They are:  
 1. ______________________________________ 
 2.  _____________________________________
3.  ______________________________________
4.  ______________________________________
4.  It takes about one _____________________________for the moon to change from one 

      ______________________ to another.
5.  In between the phases the moon is either a ________________________, which 
     means it’s less than half full.  Or it is a ___________________________, which means it is 

     more than half full.
6.  When the moon appears to be growing, we say it is __________________________.

7.  When the moon appears to be getting smaller, it is ___________________________.
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 8.  Sum it Up!  Use these completed notes to answer this question: 
        What causes the moon’s phases—and why is the cycle consistent?
                      ---------Write your answer on the back of this paper----------
