Cheat Sheet for Writing R-P-M Objectives

► RIGOROUS: Use Bloom’s Taxonomy to push for higher levels of rigor.
Check out this PDF about Bloom’s Taxonomy and Action Verbs: http://goo.gl/9P5Sv
► PURPOSEFUL: Use the key phrase “in order to.” 

Students need to know why they’re doing this work. And so do you.  The phrase “in order to” forces you to clarify the purpose for the lesson.

► MEASURABLE: Your objectives should imply the use of assessment. As the word suggests, they should be “able to be measured.” 

For example, the objective “Students will draw inferences from chapter 6 of The Kite Runner in order to determine key traits of the main characters” implies that students will be recording those character traits in some fashion—possibly on a graphic organizer.

Or perhaps they will write paragraphs or essays analyzing the main characters. In any case, you can explain to students why they are going to draw these inferences so that they will do so with, again, a greater sense of purpose. 
► PS: Doing something “in order to pass a quiz” is rarely motivating, so it’s better to stay away from explicitly stating such assessments in your objectives.
______________________________________________________________
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