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In our last book (Ferlazzo & Hull Sypnieski, 2012, p. 125), we discussed the value of students reading books of their own choice for pleasure and shared how we make that happen in our own classrooms. Our experience since then, along with more recent research, has reinforced our belief in the effectiveness of pleasure reading in helping English Language Learners develop literacy skills.
The Common Core Standards agree:
Students need opportunities to stretch their reading abilities but also to experience the satisfaction and pleasure of easy, fluent reading within them, both of which the Standards allow for. (Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History, n.d., p. 9).
Having a well-stocked classroom library is a critical asset in order to encourage reading for pleasure. Ours are “leveled” (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced) and categorized (Fiction, Nonfiction, Bilingual) to assist, but not restrict, students' selection. Research shows that emphasizing “book leveling” can be constraining and destructive to students' growth as readers. 

We believe, as has been said by many others in different ways, that the best book for a student is one he/she wants to read. That being said, putting a Beginner in a situation where he/she has to wade through a bunch of Advanced books to find one that’s accessible can also create needless frustration.
We have our students read a book of their choice for the first ten minutes of class (and at least twenty minutes each night), with no related assignment or requirement most of the time (sometimes they might prepare a “book talk” for peers, respond to their daily reading in a “quick-write” or create a “book review” poster). 

Students can also use the class time to search for a book in our classroom or at the school library. Though we discourage constantly changing titles, we also make sure that students know that there is no point in continuing to read a book that they don’t like. We use this pleasure reading time to check-in with individual students about their engagement, comprehension, and future interests. We make sure these conversations are “natural” and are not a formal assessment. We should also point out that during pleasure reading time - as well as during other class time – we allow students to use their cellphones to look up words that are new to them.
The books students read do not have to be written entirely in English; they also don’t have to be print on paper and the reading of them doesn’t always have to be done alone.
Finding books for adolescent ELL students

It’s sometimes a challenge to find books for adolescent English Language Learners that are language-accessible and intellectually-challenging. A children’s or chapter book, understandably, is not always a high-interest one for these students and most commercially available bilingual books present the same problem. 
We’ve found that, particularly for Intermediates, purchasing both English and home-language copies of popular books that are at a higher-English level is sometimes a good response to this dilemma. 

Students reading the English edition, with the home language copy available as a reference, can be a high-interest solution and, especially if paired with an “assignment” of keeping an eye out for language similarities and differences (Klingner, Lesaux, Goetz, Cook, & Soltero-Gonzalez), can have an added impact on language-learning. 
Of course, we can’t monitor which copy they are reading outside of the classroom, but substantial research also shows that increased fluency in a home language assists second-language development (Ford, 2005), and reinforcing a student’s interest in reading is always a good thing. In our experience, this strategy has always been a winning one.
When a computer, tablet, or even a smartphone, is available, they, too, offer a wide range of reading for pleasure opportunities – often with features that can dramatically boost literacy skills for English Language Learners. Many free tools provide audio support for the text, animations and other visuals, the ability to see the definition of a word with a click, and even the option of seeing various simplified and more complex versions of the same text. The Tech Tools box below shares links to many of these sites, as well as sites which provide free printable books accessible to ELLs.
Reading in pairs is another option 
Once a week in our combined Beginner and Intermediate class, students “pair-up” – primarily, but not exclusively, with one Beginner and one Intermediate (we have found that pairing students up in this way is less frustrating for the Beginner and more confidence-boosting for the Intermediate). 
Students enter to see “Partner Reading Instructions” (Exhibit 3.2 below) on the overhead. They are then given a few seconds to find a partner with whom they want to read and then two minutes to pick a book. We then explain that they will read to each other – a paragraph at a time – while both students are looking at the words. At the end of those ten minutes, they will pick three new words they saw, write them down on a piece of paper, and learn what they mean. They will also draw a picture representing the book, and write a sentence explaining why they like or don’t like the book.
Students then either present to groups of other students and/or we take a photo of their poster and then they record their presentation with one of the many apps we discuss in Tech Tools in Chapter Two of our book. 

Exhibit 3.2 Partner-Reading Instructions
1. Find someone you want to read with and sit next to them - Thirty Seconds
2. Pick a book you want to read together -- Two Minutes
3. Get one piece of paper for each pair of students -- Thirty Seconds
4. Read the book aloud to each other, taking turns. You will read together for ten minutes.
5. On the piece of paper, write (for ten minutes):
    
* Your names
    
* The title of your book
    
* Three words that are new to you in the book
    
* What those words mean - in your own words
    
* A picture representing the book
    
* Finish one of these sentences:
            
"We liked this book because....................."
            
"We didn't like this book because............."
6. Practice presenting your poster, with each person saying about half of what you wrote.
7. You will present in small groups and/or record it for the class blog.

Reading For Pleasure Online Resources
There are literally thousands of free sites that provide online high-interest reading for all levels of English Language Learners. We have collected our choices for the best ones on these lists:
The Best Websites To Help Beginning Readers (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2008/01/22/the-best-websites-to-help-beginning-readers/)

The Best Websites For Beginning Older Readers (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2008/01/23/the-best-websites-for-beginning-older-readers/)

The Best Websites For Intermediate Readers (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2008/01/26/the-best-websites-for-intermediate-readers/)

The Best Places To Get The “Same” Text Written For Different “Levels” (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2014/11/16/the-best-places-to-get-the-same-text-written-for-different-levels/)

The Best Sites Where Students Can Work Independently & Let Teachers Check On Progress (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2008/05/21/the-best-sites-that-students-can-use-independently-and-let-teachers-check-on-progress/)

There are also many free simple printable books available online that are accessible to ELLs. You can find a list of these resources at The Best Sources For Free & Accessible Printable Books (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2009/07/31/the-best-sources-for-free-accessible-printable-books/).
