Name________________________________________ Date__________________

Selecting and Explaining Evidence

Directions: Put a star next to the evidence from the choices below that BEST supports the argument.  For each choice, tell why you would or would not use it.  THEN write a logical sentence that would follow from your choice, explaining how the evidence supports the argument.

Example ARGUMENT: Eating too much candy causes stomach aches.
	EVIDENCE OPTIONS
	Would you use this “evidence”? Why/Why not?

	1. One time my brother ate 60 Kit Kats and nothing happened.
	NO.  It opposes the argument.

	2. I like Hershey kisses best.
	NO.  It’s irrelevant.

	3. My sister collected three bags of candy yesterday.
	MAYBE: It’s true but not totally relevant.  I’d have to explain it.

	4. Yesterday I ate 22 Snickers bars and threw up. *
	YES.  It clearly supports the argument.


Next logical sentence: Obviously, I had overdosed on sugar, and my stomach could not hold so much “content.”
*** 

Let’s PRACTICE:

ARGUMENT: Presidential elections can have a dramatic impact on the fate of the country. 

	EVIDENCE OPTIONS
	Would you use this “evidence”? Why/Why not?

	1. As Commander-in-Chief, the President has direct and immediate control over the military.


	

	2. The President has to share power with two other branches of government.


	

	3. As chief legislator, the President shapes public policy.
	

	4. The President’s executive powers are limited by our government’s system of checks and balances.


	


*** 
ARGUMENT: The Vice President of the United States has an important job.
	EVIDENCE OPTIONS
	Would you use this “evidence”? Why/Why not?

	1. Vice Presidential candidates can sometimes influence how people vote in Presidential elections.

	

	2. The only duty the U.S. Constitution assigns the Vice President is to act as presiding officer of the Senate.

	

	3. The Vice President is only “a heartbeat away” from becoming the President.

	

	4. Thirteen Vice Presidents have gone on to become President, eight because of the death of a President.

	


