I prepared this What's Important Organizer example for high school students reading The Kite Runner. Middle school teachers can see how the model works.

NAME__________________________________________DATE__________________

What’s Important? ORGANIZER: MODEL (Kite Runner ch. 19)

DIRECTIONS: Use COMPLETE SENTENCES to answer all five questions.  You may either PARAPHRASE or PROVIDE QUOTES to support your assertions, but either way, you MUST GIVE PAGE NUMBERS to indicate where the evidence can be found.  NOTE: Give AT LEAST TWO PIECES OF EVIDENCE PER QUESTION.

1. DECISIONS WITH PURPOSE: What major decisions do the characters make, and why?

· Amir has hired Farid to drive him into Afghanistan so that he can find Hassan’s son for “one last chance at redemption” (231).

· Amir does not tell Soraya that he’s going to Afghanistan because he knows she will come to Pakistan either to stop him or to join him, and either way would be bad (231).

2. CONFLICTS/OBSTACLES/CHALLENGES: What conflicts, obstacles, or challenges do the characters face, and how do they deal with them?

· Amir gets car sick (a sign of anxiety).  Farid gives him a lemon, which is supposed to help, but doesn’t (229).

· Farid assumes that Amir is only going to Afghanistan to see his property and leave, so initially Farid is rude to Amir, but after he learns Amir’s plan, he treats him with respect (238).

· Fearing how the Taliban would treat him as a foreigner, Amir disguises himself in an artificial beard (230).

3. LESSONS/INSIGHTS/MESSAGES: What lessons do any of the characters learn?  What do WE learn?

· Amir learns from Farid that he was “a tourist in [his] own country” (232) because he was rich and didn’t realize how most Afghans lived.

· Amir learns from Farid that “only the Taliban can afford meat now” (238).

· Amir has a dream in which he kills Hassan, showing that he feels responsible for his death (240).

4. CAUSES AND EFFECTS:  What events/actions have major effects on characters?  How do the characters react?

· When Farid learns that Amir is actually going to Afghanistan to rescue his illegitimate half-brother’s son, he gains respect for him (238) and offers to help (239).

· When Amir realizes that Wahid’s children sacrificed their own dinner so that he could eat, he feels guilty and leaves money under a mattress for them (242).

5. PATTERNS: What patterns from either this passage or the rest of the book do you notice in this passage?

· Amir’s car sickness=a sign of anxiety we saw when he and his father left Afghanistan the first time (228).

· Amir gives away his watch; his father gave him one for his birthday, one of his many gifts (238).

· Amir puts money under a mattress—this time, not to get someone in trouble, but to help Wahid and his children (242).
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