Technology Connections for Literary Conversations with ELLs

(Ferlazzo and Sypnieski)
Social media apps provide a highly engaging way for students to share their reading with their peers. Students can create and share “Book Snaps” using Snapchat or Instagram by simply snapping a picture of text and adding their own annotations, highlighting, and other visual representations. For further explanation and how-to videos on Booksnaps see #BookSnaps – Snapping for Learning (http://www.tarammartin.com/booksnaps-snapping-for-learning/) and 15 Second Book Talks Take 1 (https://sharpread.wordpress.com/2017/04/17/15-second-book-talks-take- 1/).

Tools for creating and sharing digital book trailers, along with many examples, can be found at The Best Posts On Books: Why They’re Important & How To Help Students Select, Read, Write & Discuss Them (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2010/05/30/my- best-posts-on-books-why-theyre-important-how-to-help-students-select-read-write- discuss-them/).

Specific ideas on using Instagram and other online tools for book trailers can be found at The Best Resources for Learning to Use the Video Apps Vine and Instagram (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2013/02/18/the-best-resources-for-learning-to-use-the- video-app-twine/).

Online tools for recording and sharing student presentations on books (Book Talks, Book Interview, Partner Reading poster) can be found at The Best Sites To Practice Speaking English (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2008/03/17/the-best-sites-to- practice-speaking-english).

Students can create simple videos using Shadow Puppet (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2014/11/07/heres-a-new-reading-activity-i-tried-out- today-that-went-pretty-well/), Apple Clips (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2017/04/06/apples-new-video-editing-app-clips-is- much-more/), and Adobe Spark (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2017/01/24/video- adobe-spark-is-excellent-tool-for-ells/).

“What If” questions and responses can be used to further critical thinking and language development in any subject area. For a list of resources, including sample What-If Projects for Social Studies, see The Best Resources for Teaching What If History Lessons (http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2012/05/19/the-best-resources-for-teaching- what-if-history-lessons/).

SUPPORTING RESEARCH

Much research confirms the benefits of having students read books of their own choice and giving them time to read these books during the school day (Calkins & Ehrenworth, n.d.; Russ on Reading, 2016).

Research also indicates that students are more motivated to read and discuss their books when they know they will be discussing them with their peers (Bedee, 2010, p. 64).

In addition, students tend to be more invested in the task if they are writing for authentic audiences, as opposed to just for the teacher (Ferlazzo, 2009, April 1). Research has found that mandatory reading logs, on the other hand, can have a detrimental effect on students’ motivation for reading (Reischer, 2016; Pak & Weseley, 2012, p. 260).

Further, studies show that having students “simulate” actions and skills they will be using in the future, like self-selected reading and discussing their insights with others, increases the chance of transferring these behaviors to situations outside the classroom (Perkins & Salomon, n.d.; Perkins & Salomon, 1992).

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

The Addendum for English Language Learners published in the Common Core Standards states that ELLs must have access to “opportunities for classroom discourse and interaction that are well-designed to enable ELLs to develop communicative strengths in language arts” (Council of Chief State Officers, n.d., p. 2). The strategy of Literary Conversations provides these opportunities. It can also support several of the Common Core Reading standards as students draw conclusions about a text and support their inferences with evidence. This strategy can also be used to support several of the Listening and Speaking standards under “Comprehension and Collaboration.”
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